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CLICK> STREAM> ACTION> MEDIARIGHTS.ORG PRESENTS

THE THIRD ANNUAL MEDIA THAT MATTERS FILM FESTIVAL
Offline, Online & Broadcast Brings Media That Matters to the Masses

* Primary Underwriting from Sundance Channel, The Glaser
Progress Foundation, and Sony Corporation of America

New York, NY, April 28, 2003—On June 13, 2003, MediaRights.org presents the third annual
Media That Matters Film Festival, which will stream online at www.MediaThatMattersFest.org and
will launch simultaneously via computer installations at the Walter Reade Theater in conjunction with
the Human Rights Watch International Film Festival. The Festival's unique mission is to celebrate
moving, engaging and sometimes humorous films and new media that encourage social action and
inspire dialogue. The online format enables viewers to click on the films, stream them online, and
take action via links that encourage viewers to volunteer, sign petitions, write to Congress, or donate
to organizations. In addition, viewers will have access to a list of more than 850,000 humanitarian
and activist organizations, and MediaRight.org’s database of more than 5,000 social issue
documentaries. Media inquiries can be directed to Fatima Kafele at 917-723-1494 or
fatimakafele@aol.com

The 2003 Media That Matters Film Festival attracted hundreds of submissions, which were reviewed
by a ten-member jury of media professionals, activists and filmmakers. The twelve short films and
four new media selections include dramatizations, documentaries, and parodies that tackle topics
such as the environment (Esmeraldas: Petroleum and Poverty; Diane Wilson: A Warrior's Tale),
criminal justice (No Escape, Prison Rape), September 11th (Sonic Memorial Project; Face to Face),
AIDS Prevention (Luv Me Latex), and racial profiling and cultural expectations (/s My Neighbor
Latino?;Vision Test). Even the kids get into the action with youth made films that deal with cultural
differences (Holla Back Dubai!), and individuality (Rebel). (Please see attached document for full
listing of festival selections.) Six of the selections (Holla Back Dubai; No Escape, Prison Rape;
Rebel, We Were Humans; Esmeraldas; Storm) received cash awards of $1,000, sponsored by
Sundance Channel, Open Society Institute, gURL.com and Penguin Group, Paola Freccero, Free
Speech TV, and Frank Marshall. Other notable awards include the Woody Harrelson Environmental
Award given to the film Diane Wilson: A Warrior's Tale, and the Jury Award given to Vision Test that
includes a DV camera sponsored by Sony Corporation of America.

The Media That Matters Film Festival jury consisted of Nancy Abraham (HBO Original
Programming), Julie Anderson (HBO Original Programming), Bruni Burres (Human Rights Watch
International Film Festival), Laura Flanders (Working Assets Radio), Joseph Gilmore (The Point),
Meg Hourihan (Blogger, The Lafayette Project), Terry Scott (National Black Programming
Consortium), Marcia Smith (Firelight Media), William Upski Wimsatt (Active Element Foundation),
and Eden H. Wurmfeld (Producer, Kissing Jessica Stein).

“This is not your usual film festival,” says MediaRights.org Executive Director Nicole Betancourt.
“Audiences don't just watch—they get involved in the struggles these films portray. It's the perfect
antidote to the helplessness you feel when you watch the nightly news.”
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